XX                                     INTRODUCTION.
Mac Farlane, and took care not to betray even so much as a
knowledge of my existence.
The  Right  Honourable Thomas   Babington   Macaulay,
having thus re-published his original libel, without any quali-
fication or apology, though ample time and opportunity had
been allowed for both, I was no longer in any doubt as to the
course I ought to pursue.   I resolved to refute him publicly,
and upon pubh'c grounds,     He had committed two great
national outrages: the falsification of history for party pur-
poses;   and the invasion,  beyond   all allowable liberty of
language, of a character belonging to the State.   I felt, there-
fore, that he had given me a twofold advantage over him ; I
felt myself justified in pursuing these advantages; and, with
the aid of incontrovertible facts, and authenticated documents,
opposed to mere assertion, with the utter absence of all proof,
I did not despair of bringing the truth to light;   neither
would I shrink from competition with my brilliant adversary,
so long  as I was conscious of a better cause,  and  of a
mind superior, at least,  to his habitual prejudice, and in-
finitely better  informed,  by means   of patient  investiga-
tion, on a subject, which, it is plain, he had undertaken
without the remotest pretension to research.   Feeling, more-
over, that, sooner or later, I might be called upon to repel this
unwarrantable, unprovoked, and worse than personal attack,
I girded myself for the task,
"Nor had -I been altogether idle in the interval: I had
arranged some of my materials, cautiously examining papers
already in my possession, and searching for more; I had
solicited information in many quarters, especially from gen-
tjemea whose Eves had been spent in India, or in the service
of the Company; and, to the best of my ability, I had
studied the whole subject anew; so as to make myself, more
&an ever, thoroughly master of it. At first, I had thought
fcC coafbing myself to a pamphlet; but I soon found that
like justice to my father's memory, could be done